Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.122; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.6.
Related literature
For related literature, see Huo et al. (2004) ; Ma et al. (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x; y À 1; z; (ii) x; y þ 1; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998 ); cell refinement: SMART; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 1998) 
Comment
The self-organization of small molecules with O-H···O and other weak intermolecular interactions is used to create one-, two-, and three-dimensional networks in crystalline solids (Huo et al., 2004) . Recently, aromatic di-or poly(carboxylic acids) have been investigated in the area of solid state and material science (Ma et al., 2003) . The title compound was synthesized from benzene-1,3-diacetic acid. In the crystal, molecules of the title compound are connected through O-H···O H-bonding interactions to chains running along the c-axis.
Experimental
A hot aqueous solution of benzene-1,3-diacetic acid (1 mmol) was stirred until the white solids were dissolved. The clear solution was allowed to cool to room temperature and evaporated in air for 5 days. Then, colourless crystals of the title compound were obtained.
Refinement
In the absence of anomalous scatterers Friedel pairs (714) were merged. H atoms were generated geometrically and refined as riding atoms with O-H= 0.82Å, C aromatic -H= 0.93Å C methylene -H= 0.97Å and U iso (H)= 1.2 times U eq (C) or U iso (H)= 1.5 times U eq (O).
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
Benzene-1,3-diacetic acid
Crystal data Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none supplementary materials sup-5 Fig. 1 
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